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SIMÓN I. PATIÑO

Simón I. Patiño was born on 1 June 1860 in 
the department of Cochabamba. After com-
pleting a basic education, he went to the major 
mining centre of Oruro, where the silver mining 
trade was then in its heyday. Quick to grasp 
that the silver reserves were being exhausted 
and to foresee the future needs of industry, he 
embarked upon a search for other mineral re-
sources, particularly tin.

After years of prospecting with his wife in the 
Bolivian mountains amid difficult conditions, 
he saw his tenacity rewarded by the discovery 
of one of the greatest tin deposits ever known. 
Now he could give free rein to his genius for 
organizing, his mine becoming within a few 
years the largest in the country, operated by 
the most modern methods under the direction 
of the best foreign engineers. 

It was this lack of qualified high-ranking per-
sonnel in Bolivia that prompted Simón I. Patiño 
as far back as 1931 to establish the Simón I. 
Patiño University Foundation (FUSIP) with the 
principal objective of providing the country 
with an intellectual elite that would put an end 
to its dependence on foreign specialists.

Simón I. Patiño then extended his area of op-
erations to other mines and diversified his 
activities. He founded a bank in Bolivia, mar-
keted his own ore, opened foundries and at the 
same time invested in ore deposits in Malaysia, 
Canada and elsewhere. By the end of the 
1930s, more than 60% of the world’s tin output 
was being processed at his foundries. 

In 1912 he moved with his family to Europe. In 
1924, while on a visit to Bolivia, he suffered a 
severe heart attack, which made it impossible 
for him to revisit his country because of its high 
altitude.

In 1939 he left Europe for New York. Towards 
the end of his life he settled in Argentina to be 
nearer to his home country. 

During the two World Wars Simón I. Patiño es-
poused the cause of the Allies, reserving for 
them the whole of his ore output, essential to 
the industrial war effort.

He died in Buenos Aires on 20 April 1947 and 
is buried at Pairumani in Bolivia.
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Established in 1958 by the heirs of the great 
Bolivian industrialist Simón I. Patiño (1860-1947), 
the Simón I. Patiño Foundation of Geneva de-
signs and develops for South America, and par-
ticularly for Bolivia, research programs as well as 
programs for practical application in the spheres of 
education, culture, research, health, nutrition, ag-
riculture and ecology through a number of centres  
at which specific activities are pursued at all levels, 
from basic education to university studies.

The Foundation conducts these activities at the 
various centres of the Simón I. Patiño University 
Foundation (FUSIP), established in La Paz in 1931 
by Simón I. Patiño himself.

In Europe, the Foundation carries out a range 
of programmes in the cultural sphere and strives 
to make known the richness and diversity of 
Latin American cultures. In Geneva, where it is 
headquartered, the Foundation coordinates ed-
ucational scholarships in Switzerland, other 
European countries, Bolivia and Costa Rica, in 
order to create a pool of young talent for Bolivia.  
The Foundation also has 2 University Residences.
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Disease Prevention  
in Cochabamba

PAGE 10



ALBINA R. DE PATIÑO  
PAEDIATRIC CENTRE

COCHABAMBA, BOLIVIA

4
SIMÓN I. PATIÑO FOUNDATION – ACTIVITIES REPORT 2019

Founded in 1968 in the city of Cochabamba, the Centre forms part  
of the city's health services network and constitutes a reference 
centre at local, departmental and national level.

This centre works in favour of the child population of Bolivia in the 
areas of health promotion, research, prevention, care and treatment 
of the most frequent childhood diseases, prioritising the issues 
related to malnutrition.
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HOSPITAL
Some 36,194 patients (39,372 in 2017 and 
38,741 in 2018) were seen in internal consul-
tations; the emergency service saw 23,213 
patients (24,162 in 2017 and 25,082 in 2018); 
and 1,466 children (1,349 in 2017 and 1,367 in 
2018) were admitted as inpatients.

Causes of external consultations

1. Acute pharyngitis

2. Acute diarrhoea

3. Rhinopharyngitis

4. Excess weight

5. Protein-calorie malnutrition

6. Moderate dehydration

7. Acute laryngitis

8. Acute bronchitis

9. Acute bronchiolitis

10. Tonsillopharyngitis

Causes of emergency consultations  
and admissions

1. Moderate dehydration

2. Respiratory difficulty

3. Iron-deficiency anaemia

4. Acute diarrhoea

5. Neonatal jaundice

6. Acute bronchiolitis

7. Obstructive bronchitis syndrome

8. Bronchopneumonia

9. Rotavirus gastroenteritis

10. Normocytic anaemia

Some 50,408 laboratory analyses, 5,247 x-rays 
and 1,586 ultrasounds were conducted.

INSTITUTIONAL AGREEMENTS 
RENEWED OR RATIFIED IN 2019

• Agreement with the Physiotherapy Degree 
at the Universidad Mayor de San Simón 

• Agreement with the Nutrition Degree  
at the Universidad Mayor de San Simón 

• Agreement with the Psychology Degree  
at the Universidad Mayor de San Simón 

• Agreement with the Education Degree at 
the Universidad Mayor de San Simón 

• Agreement with the Universidad del Valle 
for internships in the Medicine degree

• Agreement with the Elizabeth Setton 
Nursing School of the Universidad 
Católica Boliviana 

– Agreement with the Faculty of 
Biochemistry and Pharmacy of the 
Universidad Mayor de San Simón

– Agreements with NGOs and non-profit 
institutions for healthcare for children 
under their care: Aldeas Infantiles 
SOS, Villa Esperanza, Wawa – Wasi 
Wiñay, Hogar Asociación Amistad, 
Hogar Claudina Thevenet.

PAEDIATRIC RESIDENTS 
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Work carried out:

1. Faecal lactoferrin as a marker of invasive 
bacterial gastrointestinal infection

2. Handling of urinary tract infections  
in paediatric

3. Bacteriuria in urinary infection

4. Prevalence of infection due to chlamydia 
pneumoniae

5. Effect of salbutamol vs hypertonic solution 
in the treatment of obstructive bronchitis 
syndrome

6. Causal factors in patients with iron-
deficiency anaemia



ALBINA R. DE PATIÑO PAEDIATRIC CENTRE

6
SIMÓN I. PATIÑO FOUNDATION – ACTIVITIES REPORT 2019

With respect to the training on human resourc-
es in 2019, the Centre received 9 residents 
in the paediatric specialism. Furthermore, 35 
medicine interns as well as 25 physiotherapy 
students, 15 nutrition students, 20 education 
students and 20 nursing students completed 
training rotations in the different departments 
of the Paediatric Centre.

  ALBINA R. DE 
PATIÑO HEALTH 
PROMOTION AND 
PREVENTION 
CENTRE

The Albina R. de Patiño Health Promotion and 
Prevention Centre contributes to improving 
the living conditions of Bolivia’s child popula-
tion, guaranteeing monitoring throughout the 
growth process for the development of healthy 
children, from birth to the 17 years of age, who 

are administered the vaccinations included 
in the current extended immunisations pro-
gramme (PAI) in the national healthcare policy 
free of charge.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
CONTROLS

During 2019, the Centre performed 14,098 
growth and development controls (12,263 in 
2017 and 13,638 in 2018). The following graph 
shows the importance of these controls to re-
duce the risks of disease and establish a gen-
uine preventive culture in the behaviour of 
families.
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These controls are completed with a TSH 
measurement in new-borns to determine their 
thyroid function, a hip x-ray in children of 2 to 3 
months to quickly detect congenital problems 
and a blood count in children of 6 to 12 months 
to verify that their haematological system does 
not present any anomaly.

VACCINATION

The Centre supports the public healthcare pro-
grammes implemented by the government.

In the framework of the Extended Immunisation 
Programme sponsored by the Ministry of 
Health, in 2019, 28,312 doses of free vaccina-
tions were administered (28,728 in 2017 and 
28,127 in 2018), which shows that the Health 
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Promotion and Prevention Centre has become 
a departmental and national point of reference 
in vaccination.

Some 3,694 (2,898 in 2017 and 3,259 in 2018) 
doses of commercial vaccinations available 
against the following diseases were also ad-
ministered: tetanus, hepatitis A and B, hae-
mophilus influenzae type A and B infections, 
polio, diphtheria, pertussis, bacterial meningi-
tis and yellow fever.

  ALBINA R. DE 
PATIÑO CHILD 
NUTRITION 
CENTRES

The two Nutrition Centres have implemented a 
comprehensive consultation model combining 
great technical and human quality. In accord-
ance with the severity of their nutritional state, 
the children are admitted to hospital for a pe-
riod of between 30 and 50 days. Furthermore, 
they are monitored for at least two years after 
their discharge from the Centre to avoid pos-
sible relapses and provide social support to 
families.

ALBINA R. DE PATIÑO CHILD 
NUTRITION CENTRE – 
COCHABAMBA

In 2019, 123 children were cared for, who were 
hospitalised for an average of 45 days. Some 
503 outpatient checks were performed and 
416 parents were given training on the ade-
quate handling of food and the preparation of 
meals with local food products.

Coordination activities and agreements 
ratified or renewed in 2019 

• Agreement with the regional office of the 
Archbishopric of the Catholic Church for 
care for abandoned children. 

• Agreement with the Amanecer Foundation 
to offer foster homes to recovered children 
with no family.

• Agreement with the Ombudsmen for 
Childhood and Adolescence of the 
municipalities of Cochabamba, Quillacollo 
and Sacaba on caring for malnourished 
children.

• Agreement with the Ayninakuna project 
of the NGO Association to nutritionally 
rehabilitate children who have to undergo 
surgery for congenital malformations of 
the oral cavity. 

• Agreement with the government's Social 
Management service so that the cases 
of malnourished children in its sector are 
referred to the Centre and vice versa. 

• Agreement with the directors of the Health 
Centres of Northern Potosí for the referral 
of children with malnutrition problems to 
the Centre.

Training Activities

Throughout the year, the Centre received 60 
students on internships from the UMSS (20 
from the Social Work degree, 20 from the 
Nutrition degree and 20 from the Physiotherapy 
degree), as well as 20 nursing students from 
the Universidad Católica Boliviana San Pablo.

ALBINA R. DE PATIÑO CHILD 
NUTRITION CENTRE – EL ALTO

In 2019, 180 admitted children were cared for 
with an average of 40 days until their nutritional 
recovery.

Furthermore, the Centre performed 669 outpa-
tient checks and nutritional reports on children 
both in its facilities and externally, particularly 
in foster homes supported by Catholic organi-
sations or other NGOs.

Some 641 parents were trained on the ade-
quate handling of food, 389 parents on healthy 
eating and 33 public healthcare profession-
als on comprehensive care for malnourished 
children. 
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Coordination activities and agreements 
ratified or renewed in 2019 

• Agreement with the Universidad Salesiana 
and the Universidad Pública del Alto.

• Agreement with the Ombudsmen for 
Childhood and Adolescence of the 
municipalities of El Alto and La Paz. 

• Agreement with the regional office of the 
Archbishopric ensuring that abandoned 
children are cared for.

• Agreement with the government’s Social 
Management service.

• Agreement with the directors of the Health 
Centres of the Five Networks of the 
municipalities of El Alto and La Paz.

Training Activities

In 2019, throughout the year, the Nutrition 
Centre received 9 students from the psycho-
motricity degree at the Universidad Salesiana, 
8 students from the Nursing degree at the 
Universidad Pública de El Alto and 24 nursing 
students from the Universidad Católica.

Training activities performed in coordi-
nation with the Espacio Simón I. Patiño,  
La Paz

• The courses delivered to parents in the 
Nutrition Centre revolved around family 
eating and positive discipline to offer a 
secure family framework. 

• The auxiliary nurse of the Nutrition 
Centre also participated in a workshop 
on the organisational climate and the 
regulation of employment.

• Around 20 primary education teachers 
attended the workshop on teaching 
strategies for reading comprehension.

• Finally, almost one hundred children 
from the República de Cuba and Taiwan 
educational units, from the Villa Ingenio 
neighbourhood of El Alto, took part in the 
reading stimulation workshop over three 
months.



SIMÓN I. PATIÑO EDUCATIONAL  
AND CULTURAL CENTRE

COCHABAMBA, BOLIVIA

9
SIMÓN I. PATIÑO FOUNDATION – ACTIVITIES REPORT 2019

Since its foundation in 1969, the Simón I. Patiño Educational and 
Cultural Centre has focused its objectives on the promotion of 
reading and educational activities. It is also dedicated to promoting 
and disseminating arts, literature, dance, music and all the country’s 
cultural expressions through the organisation of numerous events 
and activities throughout the year directed at training and raising 
awareness with the public. 

The educational cultural area comprises the Casa Museo Portales, 
the training centre, libraries and the cultural activities department.
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CASA MUSEO 
PALACIO PORTALES
It was built in 1915. It has an eclectic style and 
is surrounded by gardens. During the 2017, 
2018 and 2019 three-year period, the Palace 
welcomed an average of 20,000 visitors a year 
(*), capturing the attention of our guests with an 
exceptional guided tour that transports them to 
the radiance of life in the early 20th century. ([*) 
Note: Details of visitors in 2017, 2018 and 2019: 
19,201; 23,513 and 21,710 visitors, respective-
ly, from both Bolivia and abroad].

TRAINING AND LIBRARIES 
CENTRE: EDUCATION AND 
PROMOTION OF READING 

The Training Centre offered six training pro-
cesses on the methodology of teaching read-
ing, three exclusively directed at the teaching 
sector and another 3 open to the public and 
parents. Some 149 attendees were certified. 
Another five workshops were also held in as-
sociation with Save the Children in outlying 
neighbourhoods of the city, reaching 54 at-
tendees, essentially mothers.

The publication of the “Colibrito” Children's 
Supplement continued under an agreement 
with the newspaper Opinión, reaching edition 
number 90 this year. 

The six libraries of the Network focused their 
work on three activities: implementing reading 
strategies in reading groups; developing the ac-
tivities proposed in the Colibrito along with ed-
ucational units; and providing school support. 
The influx of users and bibliographic demand 
summarised in the appended table shows the 
strength of the establishment of this reading 
promotion and dissemination model, with read-
er figures exceeding 30,000 people per year:

This year, the Bolivia Association of Information 
Sciences Professionals awarded the “Library 
of the Year” award to Biblioavión (Aerolibrary) 
for its education support.

Independent from the libraries network, the 
Simón I. Patiño Library, which is still going 
strong, operates as a reference point to bring 
reading and knowledge closer to all those who 
need it, evidenced by growing annual visitor 
figures and the fact that 4,728 readers arrived 
in 2019 requesting to borrow over 3,800 doc-
uments, compared with 1,970 users in 2017 
and 2,115 in 2018. The Library also launched 
the first “Josep M. Barnadas” historic research 
competition (with the support of the Bolivian 
Studies Association), which received 15 appli-
cations and supported the series of “Literature 
and Philosophy” conferences with eight speak-
ers. This Library is part of the institutional rep-
resentation of the National Committee of the 
Memory of the World Register for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, MOWLAC, programme. 

The Bolivian Literature Centre, which main-
tains its focus on the dissemination of nation-
al letters, completes the line-up of centres 
promoting reading. The discreet work of this 
Institution is gradually and constantly attract-
ing the public towards Bolivia’s beautiful lit-
erature, exceeding its user registrations once 
again this year. 

The 2019 management has stood out due to 
diversifying its audiences, with more young 
people and children, thanks to new forms of 
stimulating their participation through cultural 
mediation and networks. 

It organised two literary encounters between 
readers and the writers Mario Bellatín (Mexico) 
and Rodrigo Hasbún (Bolivia), and a biblio-
graphic presentation on the Bolivian awards in 
the genre of poetry. 

Library Users/ 
month

Documents/
month

Users/ 
year

Documents/ 
year

Biblioavión 
(Aerolibrary)

363 396 4,356 4,752

Pairumani 401 533 4,812 6,396

San Benito 414 473 4,968 5,676

Arani 452 332 5,424 3,984

Villa Rivero 486 529 5,832 6,348

Santivañez 397 406 4,764 4,872

Total 2,513 2,669 30,156 32,028
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It participated in the “13th Cochabamba 
International Book Fair”, promoting and dis-
seminating its activities. The inter-institution-
al educational alliances notably include: the 
“Revitalisation of native-indigenous languag-
es of Abya Yala” international seminar and the 
association with Save the Children with read-
ing promotion activities in towns and outlying 
neighbourhoods of the city.

DISSEMINATION 
AND CULTURAL 
PROMOTION
The most important activities of this year in-
cluded the launch of the “4th A Cielo Abierto 
Documentary Production Promotion Fund”, 
which awards ten thousand dollars to a doc-
umentary film in the shooting stage. The deliv-
ery of the fund will be made in the framework 
of the “5th A Cielo Abierto Latin American 
Documentary Cinema Festival” to be held in 
August 2020. 

As it is the year before the "A Cielo Abierto" 
Festival, we had important promotion ac-
tivities for Bolivian documentaries such as: 
“Compañía”, by Miguel Hilari (winner of the 3rd A 
Cielo Abierto Fund), “Axé”, by Ismael Saavedra, 
“Umaturka, el Llamado del Agua”, by Giovanna 
Mirallles, and “En el murmullo del viento”, by 
Nina Wara, reaching an audience of 397 peo-
ple. Within that audiovisual sphere, there were 
six series of the Simón I. Patiño Cine Club, wel-
coming 127 people on average. 

This year also saw the “9th Bolivian Writers 
Forum”, attended by 1,048 people over the four 
days. In the framework of the Forum, two doc-
umentaries produced within the “Testimonials 
of Bolivian Literature” programme were pre-
sented: Rayo contradictor and Matilde con 
tilde. On the last day of the Forum, the “5th 
Bolivian Writers Fair” was held, with 53 writers 
presenting their books. 

Other activities that illuminated the centre’s 
cultural activity included: 

• “The Music Festival”, with a concert in the 
Open-Air Theatre.

• The “10th International Classic Guitar 
Competition”.

• The “1st National Bolivian Cueca 
Conference”, jointly organised with the 
Wily Claure Bolivian Cueca Cultural 
Foundation. 

• “Cueca for Piano” keynote speech.

The Centre’s art rooms hosted eight exhibi-
tions. The most important ones included:

• The “10th SIART Biennial International 
Contemporary Art Exhibition” held jointly 
with the National Museum of Art.

• “2nd Kipus Bolivia Biennial International 
Watercolour Exhibition. Lights of the 
World”, organised jointly with the 
International Watercolour Association  
and the publisher Kipus.

• The “6th Biennial Bolivian Contemporary 
Art Exhibition - Contexts”, which gathered 
32 artists who reflected on the current 
and future situation of the country under 
the slogan “Utopia/Dystopia”. 

The mediation and training activities played an 
important role, the most significant of which 
included: 

• The “Contemporary Watercolour 
Workshop” (Byr: Alejandra Alarcón).

• “Live Cinema” (By: Sandra De Berduccy 
and Karla Cratz).

• “Residence of contemporary dance and 
On Change technology”.

• “Earthkeeper. Carers of the Earth”, with 
a conference on ecology. (By: Bruce 
Jhonson).
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The Espacio Simón I. Patiño is a point of reference in cultural life and 
the area of education, in La Paz and also in other cities, particularly 
in Potosí. It encourages creativity, research, study and the 
application of new technologies in visual arts, literature, music and 
human sciences along with the preservation of heritage and memory, 
promoting universal human values. 

The Espacio constructs its action through the Educational Action 
Centre (CAP), the Information and Documentation Centre (CID), the 
Comic and Animation Centre (CCA), the Doña Albina Theatre and the 
Gallery.
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EDUCATIONAL 
ACTION CENTRE (CAP)
The CAP plans and establishes actions di-
rected at strengthening teachers’ work in the 
classroom, particularly in the area of reading 
comprehension. Furthermore, it promotes chil-
dren's and young people’s literature by means 
of workshops, seminars, meetings, book pres-
entations and other activities related to educa-
tion, for children, young people, parents and 
professionals in the area.

The multiple workshops organised notably 
include:

The Teaching Strategies for Reading 
Comprehension workshops for teachers at 
state and religious-institution-run schools, 
aiming to train trainers of competent, auton-
omous readers, also with a parallel for teach-
ers as part of the agreement with Fe y Alegría 
this year. The Reading Stimulation work-
shops, where children from the cities of La Paz 
and El Alto learned techniques to understand 
texts and enjoy reading. The We Read as a 
Family workshop, a space for fun seeking to 
create connections between parents and chil-
dren via reading. The Introduction to the 
World of Photography workshop for young 
people, with foundations on the composition 
of the image and handling light. The Plastic 
Development for Children workshop, in 
which they learned creative drawing and paint-
ing techniques. The Routes to Learning 
workshop, where teaching tools were offered 
to encourage learning.

Can You Imagine? Project in Potosí. Like 
every year, the activities forming part of the 
agreement with CEPROMIN were performed. 
The Can You Imagine? project is for the ed-
ucators of the Educational Centres in Potosí, 
who are trained on techniques to stimulate cre-
ativity using literature.

The Educational Focus of the Picture 
Book workshop/seminar was also developed, 
in which the participants learned a series of 
teaching tools to generate an enjoyment of 
reading and develop critical and creative think-
ing using picture books. 

INFORMATION AND 
DOCUMENTATION 
CENTRE (CID)
The CID collects, preserves and disseminates 
documents on Latin American art and litera-
ture in different formats. It also supports the 
training of librarians with workshops on specif-
ic subjects.

Among the activities developed, we highlight 
the Literary Theory V workshop, on gender 
and literature, and the Literary Theory VI 
workshop, in which the assumptions of poets, 
language, significance and philosophy were 
examined in relation to several classic authors, 
both led by Mónica Velásquez and Fernando 
van de Wyngard. Theatrical semiotics An 
analysis tool, under the care of Florencia 
Herbas, using this method to analyse theatrical 
textualities within theatre studies.

The Space participated in the 24th La Paz 
International Book Fair, disseminating and 
selling the bibliographical and audiovisual pro-
ductions of the centres of the Patiño Editions 
and Foundation. Furthermore, micro-work-
shops were held with groups of students of 
guest educational units and a small library of 
comic strips and tables with fun games were 
made available in the Magical World room.

Several book presentations were also coordi-
nated and conferences were offered. In terms 
of books, we highlight the presentation of the 
Gonzalo Blanco’s complete Santiago Blanco 
series, or the poet Benjamin Chávez’s Cierta 
perspectiva de eternidad: antología poéti-
ca. As for conferences, we can highlight the 
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History of the first music playback: cyl-
inders, rolls and gramophones, They only 
dance like that at the Fiesta del Gran 
Poder, and An anthropological and his-
torical view of the music of Bolivia's Uru 
Chipaya. 

The Literature degree, the Institute of Literary 
Research of the UMSA and the Espacio Patiño 
held the 1919-2019, one hundred years of 
Raza de Bronce seminar commemorating the 
100th anniversary of this Bolivian novel, which 
was accompanied by a bibliographical exhibi-
tion of the first editions.

COMIC AND 
ANIMATION CENTRE 
(CCA)
The CCA disseminates and promotes comic 
strips, animation and illustration through exhi-
bitions, workshops, publication presentations 
and the projection of animation cycles. Its li-
brary is visited by a devoted audience of dif-
ferent generations and, since 2019, it has an 
Animation Workshop room, which has allowed 
it to extend its offer of courses and workshops.

Among the activities carried out by the CCA, 
we underline: Experimental Animation 
Workshop, which was accompanied in parallel 
by the Transmedia Projects Development 
Workshop, focused on the preparation of 
folders. In the 2D Animation Workshops, 
work forming part of the Museo Villa Albina’s 
short film was performed. Training institu-
tions such as VFX Academy (post-production 
and visual effects) supported this project. The 
pre-production of an animated short film in 2D 
was performed in the Animation Production 
Workshop.

We collaborate with other institutions, for ex-
ample, in the Graphic Novel Workshop with 

the Goethe-Institut and in the Concept Art 
Course organised in the framework of the 
Urban Interventions Programme of the Ministry 
for Planning and Development, with the pres-
ence of an international guest. During the 24th 
International Book Fair, and at the request of 
the United States Embassy, a discussion was 
held with Mackenzie Lee, international guest at 
the event.

The 17th edition of the Viñetas con Altura 
International Comic Strips Festival was held 
in our facilities, with the Comic Strips Are 
Drawn in Feminine exhibition, entirely com-
posed of female comic strip creators.

DOÑA ALBINA 
THEATRE
The Doña Albina Theatre is dedicated to the 
dissemination and promotion of performing, 
audiovisual and musical arts. With capacity for 
186 seats, it stands out for the versatility of its 
infrastructure, as it can be transformed in ac-
cordance with the required staging.

Other examples of the events developed 
include: the theatre production La últi-
ma horquilla, the jazz concert of Scott 
Henderson Trio (USA), recognised for a 
particular style of experimental fusion, or the 
IMPULSARTE call for the promotion of cul-
tural production, which benefited several pro-
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posals, such as Tinkunakama, El solo del 
contrabajo (The Double Bass Solo), La 
Madre A-típica (The Atypical Mother), 
Caminantes – nos queremos libers 
(Walkers – we want to be free), Fuerza de 
luz (Force of Light).

In the 13th Long Night of Museums, the 
Espacio Patiño offered widely varied activi-
ties, positioning itself as an icon in the neigh-
bourhood of Sopocachi, with an average of  
4,500 visitors.

GALLERY
In the framework of the Foundation’s philos-
ophy, it sets out guidelines for the Espacio's 
action and conceives far-reaching projects. It 
directly plans and organises the visual art and 
historic/documentary exhibitions. 

The most important activity of the year was 
that organised between the Espacio Patiño 
and the Philharmonic Society of La Paz, 
Invitation to the Opera. Tribute to Juan 
Carlos Calderón, 1932-2017, one of Bolivia’s 
most prestigious architects. The exhibition was 
composed of original drawings and models of 
the architect. Afterwards, a Lyrical Recital 
was held in the Doña Albina Theatre.

The other exhibitions include: Vademecum of 
Societies and Other Ghosts, of Alejandro 
Archondo. Mask and River, Tap of Dreams, 
of Armando Urioste. Jiwasan Amayusa, 
the Thinking of our Philosophies, of Elvira 
Espejo and Ana Mazzoni. The exhibition of 
the Italian Rolando Giambelli, Photographic 
Encounters. The exhibition called Artist 
Books, of the Frenchman Thierry Bourquin. An 
Evening of Tango, Milonga and Exhibition 
organised by the Argentine Embassy, the 
Uruguayan Embassy, the Espacio Patiño and 
the Tango Sur Bolivian School, in the frame-
work of the 10th anniversary of tango’s reg-
istration as Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.

MASTER CLASS

Music Applied to Audiovisual Art, delivered 
by the Italian composer and guitarist Leonardo 
Di Lorenzo. 
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Situated in the old town of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, the Simón I. Patiño 
Cultural Centre was born in 2004 with the aim of contributing to 
constructing a full, innovative, critical and proactive citizenship based 
on arts and sciences. The Centre strives to be a space for meeting, 
dialogue and interaction between people of different origins, ages 
and genders. Social cohesion is based on common interests around 
art, culture and human sciences. In this sense, the Centre promotes 
and disseminates creative and original artistic expression. It thus 
becomes a space for lifelong learning offering accessible workshops, 
courses and talks complementing and promoting curiosity, critical 
analysis and the skills of the population in general.
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CULTURE
EXHIBITIONS

The “Novaturient: a journey through the 
sensations, motivations and effects of mi-
gration” exhibition ran through to May 2019. 

From June, the “Approach to New Bolivian 
Painting” pictorial exhibition on contemporary 
painting in Bolivia and the “Emovere – I feel, 
therefore I am” event, dealing with emotions 
as a language, social convention and way of 
comprehending reality, took place.

TÍMPANO ÍNTIMO:  
ACOUSTIC SESSIONS

The Tímpano Íntimo (Intimate Eardrum) con-
cert series included a formative branch of 
ensembles. 

KINETICS: CULTURAL 
PROMOTION 

The artistic and cultural energy of Santa Cruz 
led the CSIP to create the funds programme 
for cultural projects, to support projects and 
their creators in accordance with local needs. 
From 59 nominations, 15 audiovisual, perform-
ing arts, literature, music and popular arts pro-
jects were selected. 

EDUCATION
CHILDREN’S PLAY CENTRE 

The main activity of the children’s space was 
the Emocionario emotions workshop. The 
regular activities in the space include the 
monthly I Play to Be series, the Santa Cruz 
Roots workshops (in the Vegetable/Play 
Garden), cinema for children and construc-
tion of pop-up books. Additionally, the Play 
Centre took part in external initiatives, such as 
Play Day and Seniors Month.

In 2019, the Play Centre sought to approach 
families through children, offering activi-
ties where children participate with adults. 
Encounters and play based on respect and 
communication were prioritised.

ALTERNATIVE TRAINING

From March to October, the Teaching 
Strategies for Reading Comprehension 
course took place, with 70 participants, for 
the first time with three branches. It included 
special workshops on: voice, the history of the 
comic; and a special talk on picture books by 
Fanuel Díaz. 

The School of Mediators launched a 4-month 
course with a theoretical (Carol Gainsborg) and 
teaching (Olivia Fernández) branch, and a se-
ries of talks with creators and artists (Isabel 
Collazos). 11 mediators were trained and put 
their tools in practice during the Emovere 
exhibition. 

EDUCATIONAL SCOPE

The educational area worked with Wara 
Cardozo in the framework of her Art is a 
Feeling project directed at people with visual 
impairment.
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MULTIMEDIA 
STORYTELLING
CAFÉ COMIC

The monthly activities continued: anima-
tion screenings, publications fair and 
Comiqueando (‘Comicking’). As it is a new 
space with a lot of recurring audiences, this 
year the search for new users was prioritised. 

The Café Comic took part in the 
International Book Fair with an exhibition on 
the origin of the comic, a mini publications fair 
and micro-workshops. 

The topic of the 15th Comic Week was “The 
Power of the Comic”. It took a look back 
at the event over time acknowledging its 
predecessors. 

COMIC LAB

The alternative training courses of the Comic 
Lab started in March with the second year of 
the Comprehensive Graphical Storytelling 
Course. The Comunidad de Delirios II publica-
tion was produced with the comic strips of the 
second year of the course. 

The initial digital animation course was 
resumed, this year targeted at adolescents. 
There was a second edition of Idealab, fo-
cused on picture books, with the participation 
of illustrators and the academic Fanuel Díaz.

The three projects have parallel objectives: to 
stimulate creativity and expression, and pro-
vide practical tools for professionalisation. 

In 2019, the CSIP’s objectives consisted of 
working in a comprehensive manner, and so 
the Long Night of Museums and the Open 
Days between all the areas were held. Another 
objective was to get to know our public bet-
ter, and so different audiences were surveyed 
to build loyalty.
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The Simón I. Patiño Eco-Educational Centre is dedicated to promoting 
an environmentally respectful approach by means of the development 
and dissemination of educational tools and activities based on three 
lines: the publication of journals, books and multimedia to raise 
awareness on environmental problems; the education of children on 
matters related to nature protection; and the training of teachers, 
technicians, students and researchers to guarantee the transfer of 
good ecological practices.
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PUBLICATIONS AREA
The following publications have been published:

1. Bolivia Ecológica journal:

• No.87: Bolivia’s Snakes by Steffen 
Reichle, renowned herpetologist.

• No.88: Bolivia’s hummingbirds by 
Anahí Paca and Betty Flores from  
the Bolivian Birds Association.

• No.89: Andean Condor by Diego 
Méndez, Sucre ornithologist from 
the Bolivian Ornithology Association 
(ASBOR)

• No.90: Andean Fox by Josef 
Rechberger, biologist specialising  
in fauna of the city of La Paz.

2. Educational Ecological Tourism and 
Conservation Video: “The Giant Guardians 
of the Valley”.

3. Bibliobosque app. This application will be 
available to the public from January 2020.

4. “ECOPEQUES” children's ecology 
magazine, Volume 2.

DISSEMINATION  
AND SALES AREA
Some 942 publications published by the 
Centre have been sold, thanks to the partici-
pation in 28 environment-themed events. The 
most noteworthy are:

1. Conservarte 2019, Santiago de Chiquitos, 
Santa Cruz.

2. 4th Mini Book Fair, Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

3. Orquifest, Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

4. Long Night of Museums, Santa Cruz de la 
Sierra.

5. Santa Cruz International Book Fair, Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra.

6. 13th Ibero-American Biology Olympics, 
Cochabamba.

7. Agro-forestry and Environment Fair, 
Pairumani, Cochabamba.

8. 4th Bolivian Botany Congress, Santa Cruz 
de la Sierra.

9. 10th Bolivian Ornithology Congress, Sucre.

10. 6th Scientific Publications Fair, Santa Cruz 
de la Sierra.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION AREA
The following environmental education activi-
ties have been developed during this year:

SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS 
PROGRAMME

This programme led by the Centre is execut-
ed with the support of institutions and certifies 
educational units, after training and imple-
menting strategies for the formation of values 
and promotion of environmental care. These 
institutions are:

1. Secretariat for Sustainable Development 
and Environment.

2. Mayor EL DEBER newspaper.

3. Swisscontact Bolivia.

4. EPSA Manchaco Social – Municipal 
Environmental Management Project.

5. Autonomous Municipal Government  
of Villa Montes (G.A.M.V.M.).
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6. Villa Montes District Directorate  
for Education.

7. Bolivian Society for Environmental 
Development (SBDA).

8. Autonomous Municipal Government  
of Roboré.

9. Municipal Environmental Unit of Roboré.

10. Roboré District Directorate for Education.

11. Roboré Production and Ecology Regiment 
(BPE V).

12. Roboré Public Services Cooperative 
(COSEPUR).

13. Chiquitano Forest Conservation 
Foundation (FCBC).

14. PROBIOMA.

15. Bolivian Society for Environmental 
Development (SBDA).

16. Charagua Iyambae Native Indigenous 
Autonomous Government.

17. Charagua District Directorate  
for Education.

18. “TAREMA IKUA” Superior Technological 
Institute.

Some 61 Educational Units, 17,022 students, 
951 teachers and 2,820 parents participated 
this edition, replicating what they had learned 
through vegetable gardens and handling of 
solid waste in 1,425 homes.

BIBLIOBOSQUE

In addition to the permanent support for chil-
dren who visit it, this children's education 
space held 11 workshops, catering for 1,554 
children, both individual and from 56 educa-
tional units. 

TRAINING AREA
Some 1,631 people have benefited this year 
thanks to the completion of the following 
courses:

1. A day on the farm: main activity this year 
with 55 guided tours to the “Villa Granada” 
farm, with 1,475 people.

2. Hiking to Los Troncos.

3. Dairy Technologies Transfer Course.

4. Silage Course.

5. Beekeeping Course.

6. School Gardens Course.

7. Environment and Tourism Course, based 
on sustainable tourism.

8. Protected Areas Tourism Course.

9. Birdwatching Tourism Course.

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL 
COORDINATION

Support has been given to 81 environmental 
activities performed by 29 institutions, bene-
fiting 1,908 people. These institutions include:

• Armonía Association.

• Bolivian Forestry Association.

• National Indigenous Forestry Association.

• Forest Women Association.

• Savia Association.

• Legal Studies and Social Research 
Centre.

• Plant Health Committee – SENASAG.

• Defence Coordinator for the self-
determination of peoples and the 
environment.

• Friends of the Orchids Foundation.

• Chiquitania Nature-Tourism Foundation.

• Chiquitano Forest Conservation 
Foundation.

• Autonomous Departmental Government  
of Santa Cruz.
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• Financial Development Institution – 
CRECER IFD.

• Bolivian Forestry Research Institute.

• Foreign Affairs Ministry and the 
Plurinational Mother Earth authority.

• Madidi National Park.

• Noel Kempff Mercado Park.

• Citizen Platform – Civil and Environmental 
Society.

• Biosphere and environment productivity.

• ProBosque.

• Agro-ecological Platform.

• Universidad Gabriel Rene Moreno.

• Universidad NUR.

During this year, the following results were 
obtained:

A 180% increase in the number of school pu-
pils benefited is observed thanks to the growth 
of the sustainable schools programme in the 
last year.

The dissemination area saw a 15% increase in 
terms of the general public, in accordance with 
the policy that the centre and its publications 
should be more known in the city.

This year saw an increase in the participa-
tion of scientists in the activities as a result 
of the training focused on this public execut-
ed this year. The guided tours for a day on the 
farm continue to reach the highest number of 
beneficiaries.
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The Simón. I. Patiño Foundation organizes a series of cultural 
activities in Switzerland, either ongoing or on a one-off basis, alone 
or in collaboration with other institutions. It also provides grants for 
the arts jointly with the City of Geneva cultural department.
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INTERNATIONAL 
MUSICAL 
ENCOUNTERS
Since 1984, the Simón I. Patiño Foundation 
has partnered with the International Menuhin 
Music Academy and its chamber ensemble to 
offer gifted young talent from all backgrounds 
the opportunity to participate in courses and 
workshops with prestigious musicians at 
the “Rencontres Musicales Internationales 
Fondation Patiño-Académie Menuhin”.

In 2019, the traditional Patiño Foundation 
concert was held in March at Victoria Hall in 
Geneva. The Menuhin Academy chamber or-
chestra, led by first violin Oleg Kaskiv, played 
a varied repertoire accompanied by renowned 
cellist Gary Hoffman.

The courses and workshops of the 
Rencontres Musicales Internationales 
were held in Rolle, at Rosey Concert Hall 
(Switzerland) in August 2019. They allowed the 
chosen 21 young musicians to benefit from the 
courses and advice of teachers of the stature 
of Oleg Kaskiv, Ivan Vukcevic, Ettore Causa, 
Pablo de Naverán, under the leadership of the 
new artistic director of the Menuhin Academy, 
world-renowned violinist Renaud Capuçon.

ARTS SCHOLARSHIPS
The arts scholarships awarded jointly by Simón 
I. Patiño Foundation and City of Geneva are of-
fered to young artists living in Geneva for res-
idencies in the Cité Internationale des Arts in 
Paris ranging from 6 to 12 months.

The artists are selected by representatives 
of the Department for Culture of the City of 
Geneva, which takes care of the financial 
side of the awards, and of the Simón I. Patiño 
Foundation, which provides three ateliers/stu-
dios for the selected artists. Six scholarships 
were awarded for 2019-2020 in the following 
artistic fields: music, theatre, cinema, dance, 
photography and printmaking.

CINEMA FESTIVAL
For the fifth consecutive year, the Foundation 
co-presented two Bolivian films as part of the 
21st "Filmar en América Latina" film festival in 
Geneva: Yvette Paz Soldán's "La tonada del 
viento" and "La muralla", a Gory Patiño film that 
represented Bolivia in the foreign-language film 
section of the Oscars.
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Since 1961, the Simón I. Patiño Foundation has focused on the 
training and mentoring of young bolivian who, on completing their 
studies, commit to putting the skills they have acquired in service 
for the development of their country. University study scholarships 
in areas particularly useful to Bolivia are also granted in Switzerland 
and other european countries, as well as in Bolivia and Costa Rica.
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EUROPEAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS
These scholarships are awarded to top-per-
forming students with a bachelor’s degree in 
Bolivia. Applicants undergo a rigorous selec-
tion procedure by the Foundation and subse-
quently by the universities at which they wish 
to enrol.

The selection of universities and master’s pro-
grammes is intended to cover a broad range of 
fields of study, including development, educa-
tion, social sciences, economics, politics, envi-
ronmental sciences, engineering, and technical 
and scientific fields.

This scholarship programme is unique in that 
the Foundation provides all the logistics and 
human support required by each candidate 
to maximise their chances of being selected 
by the university where they hope to study for 
their master's degree. The Foundation is sub-
sequently responsible for the scholars’ recep-
tion and individual supervision for the duration 
of their studies.

All scholarships awarded under the scheme in-
clude a contractual clause whereby the schol-
ars undertake to carry out their professional 
activity in Bolivia for at least three consecutive 
years after being awarded their master’s.

At the end of 2019, the distribution of the 35 
scholars (32 in 2018 and 23 in 2017) studying 
master's degrees in Europe was as follows:

SWITZERLAND
• 6 at the University of Geneva (UNIGE).

• 1 at the Institute of International and 
Development Studies (Graduate Institute), 
Geneva.

• 8 at the University of Lausanne (UNIL).

• 6 at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology Lausanne (EPFL).

SPAIN
• 6 at the University of Salamanca (USAL).

BELGIUM
• 8 at the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) 

and the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB).

Fourteen students (12 in 2018) complet-
ed their university studies in 2019 and were 
awarded master's degrees with very satisfac-
tory results.

SCHOLARSHIPS  
IN BOLIVIA
Scholarships are awarded to students who 
have completed their secondary education in 
order to give them the chance to study at uni-
versities in Bolivia with a view to obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree there. At the end of 2019, 
there were 22 scholars studying in Bolivia.

The Foundation's newsletter, Contacto 2019, 
publishes details of all the selections, with a 
brief presentation of the course and goals of 
each student.

SCHOLARSHIPS  
IN COSTA RICA
The last component of university education are 
the scholarships awarded for degree cours-
es in agricultural sciences at Costa Rica's 
EARTH University, also known as Escuela 
Agricola de la Región del Trópico Húmedo.

The EARTH university was chosen primarily 
because its objectives are aligned with those 
of the Foundation's own agricultural centres. 
At the end of 2019, there were 1 scholar com-
pleting studies in Costa Rica.

Bolivia
37,9%

Switzerland
36,3%

Spain
10,3%

Costa Rica
1,7%

Belgium
13,8%
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PATIÑO UNIVERSITY  
RESIDENCES
The Patiño Foundation has a residence for uni-
versity students in Geneva. Of these, 10 studi-
os have been allocated to Foundation scholars 
and the remaining 18 apartments are rented 
out to university students of all backgrounds.

Its second residence, located opposite the 
Foundation headquarters, contain 32 apart-
ments over eight floors and are likewise re-
served for students from all over the world 
who study in Switzerland. It is in this way that 
the Foundation seeks to pursue its vocation to 
support academic training and, at the same 
time, respond to the rising demand in this area 
in Geneva.

 BOLIVIA
Public and private universities:

•  San Pablo Catholic University  
of Bolivia (UCB).

•  Universidad Privada Boliviana (UPB).

•  EMI Military Engineering School.

•  Higher University of San Andrés 
(UMSA).

•  University of San Simón (UMSS).

•  Gabriel René Moreno  
Autonomous University (UAGRM).

•  Universidad Privada del Valle 
(UNIVALLE).

 SWITZERLAND
•  University of Geneva (UNIGE).

•   Institute of International and 
Development Studies (Graduate 
Institute), Geneva.

•  Swiss Federal Institute  
of Technology Lausanne (EPFL).

•  University of Lausanne (UNIL).

•  University of St. Gallen (UNISG).

 BÉLGICA
•  Free University  

of Brussels (ULB).

•  Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB).

 ESPAÑA
•   University of Salamanca (USAL).

 COSTA RICA
•  EARTH University.

PLACE OF STUDY OF SCHOLARS
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The Pairumani modelo farm continues the development of a 
comprehensive model whose objective is to obtain high-quality 
products respecting the environment and the ecosystem.

The farm transforms the milk obtained from its herd into derivatives 
such as pasteurised milk and yoghurt with which it reaches the 
commercial market and the "prenatal and lactation subsidy” 
government programme.
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DAIRY SECTOR
2019 MILK PRODUCTION

Some 765,069 litres have been produced with 
an average of 86.76 producing cows and 24.15 
litres per cow per day. The volumes and the 
average per cow have exceeded those of 2017-
2018 and 2019. Furthermore, the average for 
Cochabamba is 14.0 litres per cow per day.

In the commercial area, an agency was start-
ed up making the direct sales and deliver-
ies of our products to main warehouses and 
supermarkets.

FARMING SECTOR
1,392.8 t of fodder with optimum productivity 
performances were produced.

Averages of 22.82 t/ha/year were reached in 
vetch cultivation. The reference is 20-25 t/ha/
year.

Alfalfa yielded 52.62 t/ha/year. The reference is 
50-65 t/ha/year.

187.27 t of maize were produced. This repre-
sents 11.36 t more than 2018. The cultivated 
surface area was 41 hectares, with an average 
of 4.57 tonnes per hectare and a maximum of 
5.4 t per hectare in a comprehensive system.

The Association of Oilseeds and Wheat 
Producers (ANAPO) in Santa Cruz indicates 
productions of 3.2 tonnes in conventional 
crops. 

Some 1,818 tonnes of green maize husk were 
produced in approximately 35.56 ha. The aver-
age productivity was 51.08 t/ha. The reference 
is 45-55 t/ha.

Year Annual production L
Number of  

producing cows
Average L

2017 744,830.00 86.61 23.55

2018 757,935.00 86.95 23.88

2019 765,069.00 86.76 24.15

Volumes produced 
2017-2018-2019 litres/year
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P. milk 
52.69%

F. milk 
0.31%

P. yoghurt
43.67%

P. cheese 
3.34%

Percentage Distribution of Sales 
Accumulated at December 2019

Cumulative Volume = 852,353 L

Grain in silos 
and warehouses
60%

Seed Delivered 
to the CSP
21%

Waste
1%

Seed for 
Crops
6%

Discarded grain
Delivered to Livestock 
Farming
12%

Destination of the maize grain produced
tonne
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In the agro-forestry area, 2 plots were imple-
mented with the objective of restoring soils, as 
well as obtaining commercial productions of 
fruit trees such as lemon, strawberry and avo-
cado trees, in a total of 1.95 ha.

The soils and fertility area produced 936 t of 
compost, used in 97.32 ha and 4,878 L of com-
post juices, used in 21.48 ha.

WORK CARRIED OUT
• Painting and maintenance work were 

performed in the Dairy Plant.

• A drainage channel was constructed to 
the north of the industrial area to avoid 
risks due to moisture.

• Improvements in infrastructure and 
lighting were made in our auditorium.

• A vast warehouse was leased in a 
residential area of the city, containing the 
commercial area, offices and deposits for 
the sale of dairy products to warehouses 
and supermarkets under our own 
management.

• A new water refrigeration unit with greater 
capacity for pasteurisation processes was 
constructed.

TRAINING  
AND RESEARCH
Pairumani Model Farm’s staff attended cours-
es: Occupational health seminar, Good 
Laboratory Practices, preparation of yoghurt, 
dulce de leche, reaction to risks and first aid, 
rectal palpation, diagnosis of pregnancy by ul-
trasound, artificial insemination, irrigation plan 
and agronomic design.

Internal and external workshops were per-
formed with RED ECOSAF and Movimiento 
Agroecológico de Bolivia.

In June, the Technical Director attended the 
Latin America Sales Conference for distrib-
utors and subsidiaries of SSI in Plain City,  
Ohio, USA. 

DISSEMINATION AND 
COMMUNICATION
The ninth edition of the Agro-forestry and 
Environment Fair was held, with over 30 in-
stitutions and 16 schools in attendance, and 
1,000 participants.

The sixth National Congress of Agro-forestry 
Systems was organised, with the attendance 
of producers, students and researchers from 
different departments and abroad. 210 people 
attended this event. 

Vol. 9, No. 1 and Vol. 9, No. 2 of the scientific 
journal ACTA NOVA were published in March 
and September, respectively, for academic 
dissemination.

The farm's activities dissemination calendar 
was published, considering the fifty years of 
foundation.

PAIRUMANI 
ECOTOURISM PARK
It has been proved with greater conviction, 
following so many fires on a departmen-
tal, national and international level, that the 
Ecotourism Park is a lung for the region, which 
also offers a pleasant environment for family 
enjoyment and tourists escaping the routine 
and pollution of city life.
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The Pairumani Phytotechnic and Seeds Centre contributes to 
improving the productivity, early maturity, tolerance to diseases and 
plagues, and the nutritional quality of cereals and legumes, which 
constitute the bedrock of the food and income of the producer 
families of the inter-Andean valleys, through research in the 
development of varieties, seed production and the enhancement of 
genetic resources. To this end, conventional genetic improvement is 
used, supported with phytopathological, tissue culture and molecular 
biology techniques. The Centre operates in Villa Albina, whose main 
and central infrastructure has been set up since May 2019, including 
the Casa Museo Villa Albina museum, open to the public.
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The methodology used is conventional genetic 
improvement, directed crossings and selection 
of individuals with best characteristics. The se-
lection is made in greenhouses and the field, 
supported with phytopathological, molecular 
biology and tissue culture techniques. Before 
releasing a variety, it is assessed in the fields 
of farmers in different towns and in a participa-
tory manner.

As a result of years of research, there are 15 
varieties available for marketing, which are 
cultivated in valleys and temperate zones of 
Bolivia for varied uses. 

The use of improved varieties and the technol-
ogy developed for handling them minimises the 
environmental impact of agriculture, as, given 
that they possess tolerance, the varieties re-
quire lower use of pesticides. 

In this year, the Phytoecogenetic Research 
Centre and the Seeds Centre have merged, 
giving rise to the new Pairumani Phytotechnic 
and Seeds Centre. This has made it possible 
to improve the coordination between the re-
search, commercial seed production and the 
end users of the improved varieties, as well as 
the optimisation of human resources, equip-
ment and infrastructure.

VARIETIES UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT
The changing conditions of the climate, the 
production and the market determine that the 
development of varieties is constant, and so 
the generation of new varieties constitutes an 
essential pillar in the Centre’s activities.

MAIZE

Research with maize is directed at improving 
productivity, tolerance to diseases and the pro-

tein quality. The selection of maize for varied 
uses such as dry grain and fresh consumption, 
also appropriate varieties for processing and 
animal consumption, continued. In this year, 
experimental varieties have been assessed in 
the fields of farmers in four towns.

PEA

Progress has been made in selection cycles 
of materials presenting better yield and great-
er tolerance to Erysiphe beta and fusariosis, 
widespread diseases in the country, as well as 
tolerance to drought and flooding.

Due to the nutritional value and economic po-
tential, the Centre is also developing varieties 
of pea consumed with the pods, commonly 
known as “snow peas”.

BROAD BEAN 

The development of varieties is focused on two 
cultivation regions: the valleys with temperate 
climate for production in winter and the high 
Andean regions for summer sowing. In this 
year, selection cycles continued to improve 
the yield and the tolerance to water stress in 
broad beans for valleys and the grain size for 
high zones, and research is continuing in the 
enhancement of the nutritional quality.

Work is being carried out on the new Pairumani 
valley variety.

BEAN

The bean is consumed in both dry grain and 
green pod, the latter called green bean. The 
Centre develops varieties tolerant to crop-lim-
iting pathogens in valley zones, such as 
Pseudomonas sp. and Colletotrichum linde-
muthianum and works on the promotion of the 
consumption of native beans.

GENETIC RESOURCES

Conservation, selection and investigation is 
performed in the genetic resources of the col-
lections of work of: maize, bean, amaranth, 
lupin, bell pepper, broad bean, pea, peanut, 
wheat, cucurbita and passion flowers, main-
tained in the centre.

In terms of bell pepper, the development of va-
rieties for different uses, the nutritional quality 
and tolerance to diseases are being worked on. 
In lupin or tarwi as it is called locally, a sweet 
variety with low alkaloids content is being de-
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veloped and the early maturity of the crop is 
being worked on. The selection of two varieties 
of amaranth with different type and colour of 
grain is in the final stages of research.

LABORATORIES 
• In the Tissue Culture Laboratory, a 

collection of Andean passion flowers are 
kept, maize anthers are cultivated and 
embryo rescue is performed when the 
seeds present germination problems. 
Protocols have recently been developed 
for the cultivation of fruit and ornamental 
plants that are marketed.

• In the Molecular Biology Laboratory, 
research is carried out on methodologies 
for the search for genes associated with 
characteristics of farming and nutritional 
interest, in beans, peas, maize and broad 
beans. Plant genetic diversity studies, 
microbial communities studies on soil 
samples and research on DNA methylation 
are conducted.

• The Phytopathological Laboratory 
supports the Centre’s other research by 
means of artificial pathogens inoculations 
in controlled conditions to ensure 
efficiency and avoid spreading diseases. 
Quarantines, pathogens identification and 
antibiosis tests are also performed. Work 
is being carried out with the Perla maize 
species for the incorporation of tolerance 
to pathogens in other maizes.

SEED PRODUCTION  
AND MARKETING 

The seed of the Genetic, Basic and Registered 
categories is produced under the supervision 
of the variety breeders and the commercial 
seed, Certified category, is produced in collab-
oration with seed farmers, under the supervi-
sion of the production technician. The National 
Institute of Farming and Forestry (INIAF) super-
vises and certifies the whole process and the 
end product. 

The commercial seed is produced under 
agreements with the Granja Modelo Parumani 
farm and with small seed producers. The vari-
eties of maize are produced in Cochabamba, 
the broad bean in Chuquisaca and the pea 
and green bean in the mesothermic valleys of 
Santa Cruz.

In this farming campaign, the total surface area 
sown for the production of certified seed was 
91.41 hectares, 46.21 of which corresponds to 
maize and 45.2 to legumes. 165,384.5 kg of 
seed, 120,493 kg of maize and 44,891.5 kg of 
legumes were produced.

After being harvested, the seeds are classi-
fied by grain size and shape and receive the 
necessary treatment to ensure their storage in 
the best conditions. This makes it possible to 
show the improved characteristics of the vari-
eties, when they are sown by the farmers ac-
quiring seed from the Centre.

In 2019, the Centre marketed seed in six de-
partments of Bolivia. Some 58.8% of the seed 
was sold in Cochabamba, 18.8% in Potosí and 
the rest in the other departments.

Of the total seed marketed, 53.9% was ac-
quired by individuals and 46.1% by institutions 
and seed propagators.
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DISSEMINATION AND SUPPORT 
TO ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

In 2019, the Centre participated in different 
events presenting the activities and results 
of the research, and training was delivered 
to technicians, students and farmers through 
workshops and demo days.

Support was given to universities, particularly 
the public university, with specialised intern-
ships in some areas, training, undergraduate 
and postgraduate dissertations and theses.

CASA MUSEO  
VILLA ALBINA
The project to convert the Villa Albina into a 
Museum House is a response to the tourism 
needs of Cochabamba and the need to con-
tribute to heritage enhancement and preserva-
tion. For its opening on 10 May 2019, each of 
the settings was carefully prepared; the furni-
ture and personal possessions that the Patiño 

Rodríguez family left reveal a value that tran-
scends their materiality, as they show the story 
of the lives of Mrs. Albina and her children.

The charm of the visit to the Museo Villa Albina 
lies in showing family life and making aspects 
of Mr. Simón I. Patiño known to the public, 
such as his love for his family and his land, as 
well as his patriotism. 

Where the game room was originally located, a 
Permanent Exhibitions Room has been set up 
to offer travelling exhibitions dedicated to the 
Patiño Rodríguez family. The Mr. Simón and 
Mrs. Albina, Shared Horizons exhibition is cur-
rently in place. 

From May to December, with seven months 
in operation, the Casa Museo Villa Albina has 
welcomed 11,660 visitors, of whom 7,454 were 
adults and 4,206 were under-12s or students 
coming in delegations. Some 45 Educational 
Units and groups of Social Communication, 
Tourism and Museology university students 
have visited.
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The Centre of Applied Ecology is dedicated to the development, 
validation and transfer of methods and techniques to promote 
sustainable farming on tropical, sandy, nutrient-poor soils and 
soils depleted by single-crop farming. Furthermore, it maintains a 
gene pool of the Criollo cattle breed, priceless due to its capacity 
for adaptation to the climate factors and its resistance to disease. 
Adding value – by means of the transformation of raw materials into 
finished products – and work – by means of the constant training of 
staff – are the Centre’s main activities.
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FARMING SECTOR

After ten years, the soils were analysed again, 
detecting a greater quantity of nutrients but 
also areas with a lower quantity of organic ma-
terial, indicating that the soils need to be pro-
tected even more. To increase the resilience, 
direct seeding is practised, implementing com-
binations of crops with legumes, improving the 
fertility and structure of the soils. By improving 
the structure, the soil's moisture storage ca-
pacity increases. 

LIVESTOCK FARMING

The CEASIP (Simón I. Patiño Centre of Applied 
Ecology) is the producer with the greatest num-
ber of registered Criollo cattle (166) in Bolivia. 
Supporting cattle breeders is fundamental 
to offer economically and environmentally vi-
able options. In 2018, the CEASIP donated a 
bull to the Institute for Professional Training's 
(INFOCAL) cowboy school and another to the 
Chiquitano Forest Conservation Foundation 
(FCBC). In 2019, both institutions conduct-
ed trials crossing the Girolando (INFOCAL) 
and Nelore (FCBC) breeds with the Criollo, 
yielding 22 calves born at the FCBC and 11 
at the INFOCAL. The CEASIP also supported 
the NGO Armonía in implementing sustaina-
ble livestock farming at the Barba Azul Nature 
Reserve in Beni.

To disseminate knowledge on the Criollo, con-
ferences were held at:

• International Conferences on Criollo 
Cattle-Bolivia.

• Tucumán-Argentina.

• 12th Congress of the Ibero-American 
Federation of Local and Indigenous 
Breeds-Mexico.

Furthermore, it participated in the AgropeCruz 
Fair with 10 animals.

Solar panels were installed to reduce CO2, a 
cause of global warming. In comparison with 
2016, in 2019, 36% of the energy was generat-
ed, avoiding 4.4 t of CO2 emissions. Moreover, 
trees were planted, e.g. with German students 
and members of the CREA group (Regional 
Consortium of Farming Experimentation), to 
capture CO2 and improve the micro-climate.

TRAINING
HANDS FOR THE WORLD

The CEASIP delivers vocational education to 
students with disabilities from the “Hands for 
the World Special Education Centre”. The sec-
ond group of six young people completed their 
training in 2019. The students graduated in 
the presence of the president of the Simón I. 
Patiño University Foundation (FUSIP). After the 
diplomas were handed out, the event ended 
with a guided tour of Centro Simón I. Patiño 
exhibition.

DISSEMINATION
In close coordination with the CESIP, around 
1,800 people visited the CEASIP. The presence 
of a German trainee and a Bolivian trainee for 
3 months should be noted. Support was also 
given to the council of Vallegrande, where the 
Fundación ZOIN trains producers in agro-ecol-
ogy and marketing. Three lectures were pre-
sented on the CEASIP's experience. 

AGRO-ECOLOGY FAIRS

The CEASIP participated in agro-ecology 
fairs. It also supported the formalisation of the 
Agro-Ecology Platform, selecting the Platform 
Committee and approving the bylaws.

CREA MISSIONS

As a member of the Regional Consortium of 
Farming Experimentation (CREA), the CEASIP 
participated with the technical and opera-
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tional personnel in the monthly meetings. 
Furthermore, two members of the CREA group 
stayed at the CEASIP to learn technical and 
administrative aspects in depth. Also, mem-
bers of the CREA group held a drones work-
shop at the CEASIP, preparing maps of the 
Centre with a resolution of 5x5 cm.

RESEARCH  
AND MARKETING
Bell peppers, snow peas and green beans of 
different colours are still being cultivated to di-
versify the production. Trials were conducted 
to increase the aggregate value, transforming 
mandarins into pulp and marmalade, achieving 
a 270% (pulp) and 660% (marmalade) value in-
crease. Similar trials were conducted, produc-
ing vacuum-packed meat and yucca. Some 15 
new labels were also implemented to improve 
the presentation of the products.

To improve the levels of care for staff and visi-
tors, the kitchen, dining room, machine room, 
laundry room and guest house were remod-
elled. PVC sheets were also installed in the 
Processing Plant and stainless steel equip-
ment was purchased to improve the quality of 
the products.

LOMAS DE ARENA  
REGIONAL PARK

As a member of the Management Committee 
and in response to the fires, the CEASIP do-
nated fire-fighting tools by means of an ex-
traordinary contribution.

CLIMATE CHANGE

2019 was marked by intense fires affecting  
5 million hectares of forests and grasslands. 
The CEASIP supported the government and 
the FCBC, fighting fires.
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